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Statement 
 
The Peacebuilding Fund Impact EvaluaAon, Learning, and DisseminaAon (PeaceFIELD) 
iniAaAve conducts impact evaluaAons of projects supported by the UN Secretary-
General's Peacebuilding Fund (PBF), builds capacity to conduct impact evaluaAons on 
PBF-supported projects, and disseminates key evaluaAon findings. Launched in January 
2021, the iniAaAve is a collaboraAon between the InternaAonal Security and 
Development Center (ISDC), the InternaAonal IniAaAve for Impact EvaluaAon (3ie), and 
the Peacebuilding Support Office (PBSO). Generous support for PeaceFIELD was 
provided by the German Federal Foreign Office (GFFO) and Global Affairs Canada. The 
views expressed in this report are of the authors and not necessarily those of PBSO, 
ISDC, 3ie, and GFFO. The data collecAon would not have been possible without the 
addiAonal support of the associaAon LASDEL and the PBF Secretariat in Niger. 
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Execu7ve Summary 
 
Mali and Niger have witnessed high levels of underdevelopment, poliAcal turmoil, 
fragility and high levels of violence for a number of years. In both countries, violence is 
parAcularly acute in the border regions. This violence pertains to extremism, violence 
insAgated by those who believe they stand to benefit materially from it, and because 
of land-based and intercommunal violence within communiAes. This tense situaAon 
has been further exacerbated by irregular changes of governments the region, 
including in both Mali and Niger in recent years. It is in this context that the United 
NaAons Secretary-General’s Peacebuilding Fund (PBF) has been working. In this 
evaluaAon, we consider the effecAveness of the “Support for Cross-Border Community 
Dialogue IniAaAves with Security and JusAce Sector Actors for Peacebuilding in Mali 
and Niger” project. 
 
A key component of the project involved training local community radio stations to 
broadcast messages and programs broadly considered “peace radio”. These broadcasts 
included comedic plays designed to promote peace through laughter and humour; 
more serious news-based programming; dramaAsaAons of complex disputes and their 
peaceful resoluAon, and interviews with key stakeholders, such as local and naAonal 
poliAcians. The broader project was implemented by UNODC and UN Women in Gao 
and Mékana in Mali and Tillabéri and Niger, at a cost of $3.1 million, between 2019 
and 2020. 
 
To understand the role these broadcasts played in shaping the actudes of individuals 
within the coverage areas of the supported radio staAons, we collected bespoke data 
four years ader implementaAon, in June 2024. The purpose of this data was to assess 
the intervenAons’ effects on individuals’ actudes toward violence and conflict 
prevenAon, as well as on trust within and between communiAes and between 
communiAes and insAtuAons. The results presented in this report complement those 
of a previous analysis of the project’s short-term effects on the geographic spread of 
violence by shedding light on the mechanisms that may have contributed to those 
outcomes. These analyses draw on a quanAtaAve survey, an embedded messaging 
prime and qualitaAve interviews.  

Our analysis is based on a sample of 779 individuals surveyed in five areas of the 
Tillabéri region in Niger. Respondents were asked to listen to either a modified version 
of a real radio broadcast or comparable audio on an unrelated topic, nutriAon. We 
compare individuals both within and outside the broadcasAng coverage areas to assess 
whether prior exposure influenced their responses to the broadcast. AddiAonally, we 
conducted an integrated qualitaAve data collecAon exercise with 42 of the 779 original 
parAcipants, who invited to parAcipate.  
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Our findings suggest stronger posiAve trends among individuals previously exposed to 
the radio broadcast and later exposed to the peace messaging prime. Gains were 
observed in social trust, driven by trust in family members, and insAtuAonal trust, driven 
by trust in religious leaders. No changes were observed in already low levels of 
tolerance for violence or in poliAcal actudes. Together, the quanAtaAve and qualitaAve 
findings provide a coherent account of how radio-based peacebuilding intervenAons 
can shape actudinal outcomes in conflict-affected secngs. They offer suggesAve 
evidence of the impact of both the broadcasts' messaging and the broadcasts 
themselves. 
 
Background to the Research 
 
The Peacebuilding Fund Impact EvaluaAon, Learning, and DisseminaAon (PeaceFIELD) 
IniAaAve conducts rigorous impact evaluaAons of projects supported by the UN 
Secretary-General's Peacebuilding Fund (PBF), builds capacity to understand, conduct 
and learn from impact evaluaAons on PBF-supported projects, and disseminates key 
evaluaAon findings directly to relevant stakeholders. Launched in January 2021, the 
iniAaAve is a collaboraAon between ISDC – InternaAonal Security and Development 
Center, the InternaAonal IniAaAve for Impact EvaluaAon (3ie), and the Peacebuilding 
Support Office (PBSO). Generous support for PeaceFIELD is being provided by the 
German Federal Foreign Office (GFFO) and Global Affairs Canada (GAC). The views 
expressed in this report are of the authors and not necessarily those of PBSO, ISDC, 
3ie, GFFO or GAC. 
 
In recogniAon of key knowledge gaps and associated low-capacity for evidence-based 
policymaking in the peacebuilding field, the IniAaAve has worked closely with PBF to 
understand the effecAveness and mechanisms of key building blocks of PBF strategy 
and promising, novel, projects that could be the building blocks of future strategies. 
The idenAficaAon and analysis of case-study intervenAons that match these criteria 
has been a key component of PeaceFIELD. To this end, the IniAaAve has idenAfied a 
number of viable situaAons for study, including: a mulA-faceted livelihoods and 
displacement protecAon project in Darfur, Sudan; the creaAon of community registries 
and support and training of conflict mediators project in Polochic Valley, Guatemala; 
across-border dialogue and capacity building project for conflict prevenAon between 
local communiAes and security actors, working among other components through 
community radio staAons on the Mali / Niger border; and a land rehabilitaAon and 
media project for farmers and herders at the Guinea / Sierra Leone border. In this 
document, we discuss results that have emerged from a “macro” level study of the Mali 
/ Niger project in the short-term adermath of the intervenAon being undertaken. In 
this work, we take a “helicopter” view of the situaAon, looking at the relaAonship 
between the intervenAon and key indicators pertaining to peace, analyzed at 
disaggregated geographic resoluAons. 
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1. Introduc7on 
This report examines the effecAveness of the project “Support for Cross-Border 
Community Dialogue Ini9a9ves with Security and Jus9ce Sector Actors for Peacebuilding in 
Mali and Niger” project (refs: 00114134 / 00114135 and IRF-299 – Mali – and IRF-300 – 
Niger). The objecAve of this study is to evaluate the medium-term impacts of the peace-
radio broadcasAng component four years ader its implementaAon began, with a specific 
focus on Niger.  This Ame frame is especially relevant for understanding the 
intervenAons’ effects over Ame and the extent to which they are sustainable. The 
analysis relies on primary data collected at the individual level to draw conclusions on 
the effect of the intervenAon on Outcomes 1 and 2. Outcome 1 considers individuals’ 
actudes towards violence and conflict prevenAon, while Outcome 2 considers 
increased trust within and between communiAes and between communiAes and 
insAtuAons (See: Figure 1)1. The results presented in this report accompany those of a 
previous analysis, which showed that the PBF-supported peace radio project resulted 
in relaAve reducAons in the geographic spread of violence in the short-term adermath 
of the project. Violence in areas within the broadcasAng range became, relaAvely, less 
widespread than in similar areas outside the broadcasAng ranges. This evaluaAon 
complements these findings, while shedding light on the mechanisms that might have 
supported these outcomes, as well as assessing the main theory of change of the 
broadcasts, which focused on developing horizontal and verAcal trust.  
 
This links to low levels of trust in the secngs under study, which are believed to 
contribute to the high levels of violence in these communiAes. The causes of conflict 
along the Mali-Niger border are complex, and include tensions between different 
ethnic groups, compeAAon over natural resources, the presence of various armed 
groups, including violent terrorist groups and internaAonal organised crime 
organisaAons, and low trust, even within families. The region has also been affected by 
poliAcal instability in recent years, and state insAtuAons do not always have sufficient 
capacity or reach in conflict-affected borderland areas. TradiAonal conflict resoluAon 
mechanisms and jusAce systems face challenges, including a lack of coordinaAon 
among these bodies across different communities, low capacity, low trust, and high 
levels of politicisation, which in turn lead to percepAons of unfairness. Taken together, 
these factors mean that border areas experience low levels of trust both within 
communiAes and between communiAes and authoriAes, including security and jusAce 
actors.  

 
1 This study forms part of a broader evaluation effort designed to assess progress across all three 
outcomes of the project. Outcome 1, concerning improved conflict prevention and resolution, was 
assessed using a macro-level analysis of regional violent events based on ACLED data (Benesh, T., 
Ferguson, N. T. N., & Hosford, L. (2025). Impact Assessment: Evaluation of Pro-Peace Interventions to 
Build Trust and for Awareness-Raising and Sensibilization at the Mali and Niger Border, PeaceFIELD 
Report). Outcomes 1 and 2 were evaluated using a combination of quantitative and qualitative research 
methods. 
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In response to these factors, the overall PBF-funded project, implemented by UNODC 
and UN-Women from 2019 to 2020, sought to increase the effecAveness of state and 
non-state insAtuAons to prevent and resolve local conflicts in border areas, improve 
relaAonships between communiAes and security/jusAce actors, and facilitate the 
sharing of best pracAces in peacebuilding. To do so, the project supported a variety of 
acAviAes, including capacity building for local security actors, improving the 
representaAon of women and youth in conflict management mechanisms, and training 
local radio staAons to broadcast peace-posiAve messages and programs. 

 

  
Figure 1: OperaAonalizing the Results Matrix from Prodocs 
 
This study focuses on programming in the areas of four radio staAons in the Tillabéri  
region in Niger and compares outcomes in those regions to areas just beyond the range 
that did not receive the peace radio program. ConducAng the work with parAcular 
reference to these areas allows the definiAon of treatment communiAes (those just 
inside the broadcast range of the supported staAons) and valid reference communiAes 
(those just beyond the broadcasAng range that did not receive support). This allows us 
to assess the causal contribuAon of the radio broadcasts to key outcomes. This is 
important, as it allows us to understand and anribute the changes in individuals’ 
percepAons and actudes to the broadcasts. Specifically, it allows us to understand how 
the messaging of the broadcasts influenced outcomes for those who could access them, 
relaAve to those who could not, ensuring that the outcomes are not reflecAve of 
broader changes driven by other inputs or phenomena. As community radio staAons 
have a short broadcasAng range (on average, approximately 35km in radius), and these 
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broadcasAng ranges are known for each case; individuals in targeted areas can readily 
be idenAfied, as can those in reference areas. Individuals living within 35 km of each of 
the four radio staAons are considered to have prior exposure to the radio program, 
while those living beyond 35 km and up to 66 km at the Ame of the project represent 
individuals who were not previously exposed to the radio program.  The four areas 
considered for the study are Goroual, Ayorou, Bankilaré and Banibangou. 

We base our analysis on a sample of 779 individuals surveyed in June 2024 from these 
four places. We asked individuals to listen to a modified example of a real broadcast 
from the radio programming or a comparable audio on an unrelated topic (nutriAon). 
This allowed us to assess the direct, short-term impact of the broadcast messaging on 
percepAons and actudes. As individuals were selected at random to hear the peace 
broadcast or the alternaAve audio, this ensured that differences in outcomes between 
these groups were anributable solely to the informaAon received. Our analysis 
considers individuals both within and outside the broadcasAng ranges to assess the 
extent to which prior exposure influenced their responses to the broadcast. An 
integrated qualitaAve data collecAon was undertaken at the same Ame as the 
quanAtaAve data and included 42 of the 779 original parAcipants, who were randomly 
selected and invited to parAcipate. Data were collected in partnership with LASDEL, a 
research organisaAon based in Niamey. LASDEL’s experAse ensured that all research 
materials were contextually appropriate, aligned with local ethical norms and 
expectaAons, and could be collected in a complex post-coup environment.  

Data were collected on a range of outcomes related to trust, beliefs about conflict-
resoluAon norms, and poliAcal actudes. The qualitaAve data collecAon involved in-
depth, semi-structured interviews designed to elicit rich, nuanced data on these 
complex issues. Key to this approach was the integraAon of the quanAtaAve and 
qualitaAve data collecAons. This ensured that the qualitaAve interviews could probe 
individuals’ responses to the quanAtaAve survey and ask how and why they responded 
as they did. 

Results from the quanAtaAve analysis show that individuals living within the broadcast 
area at the Ame of the radio program and who heard the radio priming exhibit higher 
levels of social and insAtuAonal trust than those outside the broadcast area. However, 
no significant effects are found on poliAcal actudes and beliefs about the legiAmacy 
of violence. These results confirm that the messaging of the broadcasts has significant 
effects on trust in a very low-trust setting, but that these effects do not extend to 
individuals’ political beliefs or to how they view violent forms of conflict resoluAon. 
Importantly, they also show that such responses are, for the most part, statistically 
significant only for the population who lived within the radio stations' range at the time 
of these broadcasts. This provides suggesAve evidence of the impact of both the 
broadcasts' messaging and the broadcasts themselves.  
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The qualitaAve interviews reveal a populaAon whose daily existence has been 
fundamentally reorganised around the threat of violence. Respondents describe peace 
and security not as abstract aspiraAons but in concrete, material terms: the inability to 
culAvate fields, forced displacement from villages, and a state of chronic vigilance that 
disrupts ordinary rest and social life. The qualitaAve data also illuminate the social 
texture of trust in this environment: family bonds and religious community remain 
anchors of confidence, while poliAcal leaders are consistently idenAfied as the least 
trusted actors. This trust landscape is directly relevant to understanding how radio 
programming may operate on actudinal outcomes. The qualitaAve data make apparent 
that community well-being in the Tillabéri region is experienced not as a stable state to 
be improved, but as a condiAon whose most basic precondiAons — physical safety, 
freedom of movement, access to fields — have been removed. Respondents 
consistently describe a good life in condiAonal, future-oriented terms: a life that 
becomes possible once peace returns. The erosion of trust, parAcularly in insAtuAons 
and actors beyond the immediate family, is understood not only as a moral injury but 
as a pracAcal impediment to collecAve acAon and economic recovery. 

In the remainder of this document, in secAon 2, we discuss the project's background in 
Niger. In secAon 3, we discuss the research design and the selecAon of individuals and 
villages for the study. We describe the data collecAon method and the tools. In secAon 
4, describe the sample and the main outcomes. In SecAon 5, we discuss the 
econometric approach and the analysis results. Finally, in SecAon 6, we provide a 
discussion and conclusions of the analysis.    

2. Background 

2.1. Context 
Niger is characterized by high-levels of  conflict and significant gaps in insAtuAonal 
capacity to resolve this conflict. The Uppsala Conflict Data Program data shows 
approximately 2000 fatal violent events in Niger since 2015 (UCDP, 2022). A series of 
threats are faced both in the South East of the country, from cross-border violence 
perpetrated by Boko Haram; and at the border with Mali, parAcularly in the Tillabéri  
region, due to extremism and “violent entrepreneurs” (Bøås et al., 2020).2 At the same 
Ame, the Government of Niger, with support from naAonal and internaAonal partners, 
conAnues to undertake efforts to strength security, social cohesion, conflict prevenAon 
mechanisms and community resilience across affected regions. A coup took place in 
Niger in mid-2023, but it lies outside the focus of the work of this evaluaAon. 
 
The higher-level threats are exacerbated by climate hardships, in parAcular water stress 
and a scarcity of natural resources, as well as demographic pressures from high birth 

 
2 Bøås, Morten, Abdoul Wakhab Cissé, and Laouali Mahamane. "Explaining violence in Tillabéri: Insurgent 
appropriaFon of local grievances?." The Interna*onal Spectator 55.4 (2020): 118-132. 
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rates (Shekar et al., 2016)3 and high levels of poverty (Zafar, 2021).4 These pressures 
have increased poliAcal tensions and conflict across the region (Igrarapé InsAtute, 
2015), with inter-communal conflicts between different groups, including farmers. This 
is further exacerbated by gaps in the administraAon of jusAce in the region and by low 
trust, within communiAes, as well as between communiAes and authoriAes, including 
security and jusAce actors (Ursu, 2018).  
 
The project area includes four communes in Niger (Goroual, Ayorou, Bankilare, and 
Banibongou) and is located near the border between Mali and Niger. These areas 
experience a combinaAon of these challenges, including: the presence of armed groups, 
including extremist groups; inter-ethnic conflicts between farmers and herders related 
to transhumance routes; scarcity of natural resources and grazing areas; a lack of a 
human rights-based security approach by security agents; a lack of trust in these 
security agents; inaccessible jusAce services due to both the remoteness of these 
services and corrupAon; and extreme poverty. Furthermore, conflict prevenAon and 
management mechanisms lack the inclusion of women and youth. In this context a 
single security-based approach would not be sufficient to build lasAng peace.  
 
Accordingly, the UN PBF-funded project focused on trust and capacity-building and 
the inclusion of women and youth in conflict prevenAon and management. It specifically 
aimed to improve the capacity of human rights and gender-based capabiliAes of 
security actors. Given the nature of the secng, a cross-border approach was 
undertaken to address the potenAal that both conflict and its drivers can spillover this 
border and, indeed, take advantage of insAtuAonal weakness on either side of it and 
that arise due to it. The broadcast of pro-peace, pro-trust, and awareness-raising 
messaging, including informaAon on the mandate of the security actors, human and 
women’s rights and peaceful resoluAon of conflicts, is expected to further reinforce 
these goals. 

2.2. Radio Programming 
Mass media campaigns, parAcularly radio, offer the advantage of reaching large 
audiences at low cost while overcoming literacy barriers by conveying messages in local 
languages through trusted voices. The project leveraged the robust community radio 
networks in Niger and Mali, recognizing that radio is the one of the most important 
sources of informaAon, parAcularly for marginalized and isolated communiAes with low 
literacy rates. It is esAmated that the supported radio staAons reach approximately 
300.000 people in both countries. 

In 2019/2020, four community radio staAons in Niger were selected to parAcipate in 
the “Radio broadcasAng for community-based conflict management” project. The four 

 
3 Shekar, M., Yazbeck, A., Hasan, R., & Bakilana, A. (2016). Population and Development in the Sahel. 
4 Zafar, A. (2021). Poverty Traps in the Sahel. In The CFA Franc Zone (pp. 55-60). Palgrave Macmillan, 
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radio staAons were chosen for their ease of access, existing cross-border and inter-
communal consultations, and the ability to communicate in French with radio 
coordinators and animators to explain the program's goals and needs. Different local 
authoriAes were invited to record a radio program on conflict prevention options, ways 
to reach out to local authorities for support, and the role of women in resolving and 
managing conflicts.  

The nature of the programming varied by both the broadcaster and the broadcast, but 
broadly included: radio plays focusing on hypothetical situations and fictional 
characters; interviews with local and national politicians and representatives of other 
institutions; and information-based, news-style programming. These radio programs 
adhere closely to the project's theory of change, which was designed to boost trust, 
both verAcally and horizontally, in the areas reached by the broadcasts. The overall 
intensity of the programming meant it was broadcast for several hours per day over 
mulAple months, typically in the late adernoon and early evening, when people were 
less likely to be working. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

3. Research Design  
In this study, we invesAgate the medium-term effects of the “Radio BroadcasAng for 
Community-Based Conflict Management” program on a range of outcomes four years 
ader its implementaAon. This secAon presents the evaluaAon design and the 
instruments used for both the quanAtaAve and qualitaAve analyses.  

3.1. Design 

We examine the impact of the Radio-broadcasAng program on three primary outcomes: 
trust between individuals and insAtuAons, actudes towards violence, and poliAcal 
actudes.  
 

One episode was a 30-minute show in the format of a round table that 
addressed the topic of social cohesion between communi8es, with a specific 
focus on jokes and humor as a method to promote las8ng peace. The 
discussions took place with youth leaders, one religious leader and a cultural 
coordinator. The show’s objec8ve was to increase and build trust between 
individuals, communi8es, and ins8tu8ons. Another episode was a 17 
minutes-long broadcast that discussed the causes and solu8ons to violent 
extremism with two re8red teachers and one civil society actor. 

Figure 2: Example of the structure and content of the radio program 
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Figure 2: Program exposure and village locaAons. In this map, each dot represents a 
village. Shaded areas indicate the esAmated broadcast range of each radio staAon, 
approximately 35 Km. Triangles represent the radio staAon locaAon. The exposure of 
individuals to the program refers to the locaAon of individuals at the Ame of the 
program implementaAon. Green dots correspond to villages whose residents were in 
2019-2020 within the esAmated broadcast range and are classified as the treatment 
group.  Red dots denote villages beyond 35km from the radio staAon.  
 
In June 2024, we conducted a quanAtaAve survey with 779 individuals and semi-
structured interviews with 42 individuals from 5 communiAes (Goroual, Ayorou, 
Bankilaré, Banibangou and Terá) and 11 villages (See Figure A1 in the Appendix). These 
communiAes were selected based on a small set of criteria that align with the research 
needs. First, they were communiAes within the broadcasAng range of one of the four 
radio staAons. Second, they hosted enough individuals displaced from outside the 
broadcasAng range to allow us to reach a sufficient number who were not exposed to 
the original broadcasts. Third, site selecAon was condiAonal upon the security and 
safety of the parAcipants and enumerators, given high levels of violence and ongoing 
poliAcal tensions in the area. This relied on LASDEL’s detailed contextual and local 
knowledge. Within these sites, individuals were selected for the quanAtaAve survey 
using a random-walk sampling technique, based on the total number of parAcipants at 
each site. A random-walk sampling approach begins at a specific point (or mulAple 
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starAng points), then randomly decides which direcAon to take from there at each 
subsequent node. A convenAon (e.g., stopping at every 10th property encountered) is 
then used to select the sample. This is designed to ensure representaAve and random 
samples in secngs where other approaches, such as those that rely on neighborhood 
registries, are not available. 

At the Ame of data collecAon in June 2024, 87% of respondents had relocated from 
another village, primarily due to violence in their place of origin, meaning the village 
where they were surveyed oden differs from the village where they lived during the 
broadcasAng period.  We exploit this widespread conflict-driven displacement to 
reconstruct prior exposure to the programme using respondents’ migraAon history. 
Villages for data collecAon were selected based on their proximity to the four radio 
staAons (see Appendix Table 1 for a list of villages where parAcipants were at the Ame 
of the Peace Radio). To determine where each respondent lived during the original 
broadcasts (2019–2020), we use their reported migraAon history — specifically, the 
date of their migraAon and their previous place of residence. Respondents who 
relocated ader 2020 are assigned to their village of origin, since they were sAll living 
there when the broadcasts took place and are therefore the relevant locaAon for 
determining prior exposure. All others — those who had moved before 2019 or had not 
moved at all — are assigned to their current village, where data collecAon took place. 
We match this locaAon to the esAmated geographic broadcast range of the relevant 
staAon, sourced from the Radio Data Center (UKW/TV-Arbeitskreis 2022). Figure 2 
illustrates the resulAng classificaAon of villages into treatment and control areas.  

 

 

Figure 3. Study design 
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The survey included an embedded priming experiment that randomly assigned 
participants to hear either a section of the original pro-peace radio broadcast (Radio 
Peace Prime) or a placebo message regarding nutrition (Radio control Prime). The pro-
peace prime audio was developed from original broadcast recordings and recorded 
again as a monologue by the host of one of the broadcast programs. The prime is 
designed to allow us to understand immediate responses to the messaging of the 
broadcasts, while also evaluaAng the role that past exposure to the actual broadcasts 
induced, by comparing these responses across two groups: those previously living 
within the broadcast area (likely exposed) and those living outside it (unlikely exposed). 
By cross-referencing these results with respondents' geographic history (inside or 
outside the broadcast area), the study determines whether "likely exposed" individuals 
process the new peace-related informaAon differently from those previously 
unexposed. The prime itself allows us to understand, more generally, how individuals 
respond to the broadcasts' messaging. 
 
For the qualitaAve interviews, respondents were selected from among the parAcipants 
of the quanAtaAve survey. ParAcipants were randomly selected for potential 
involvement in the qualitative interviews, and informed consent was obtained. This 
approach adapts convenience sampling to ensure response quality and minimise 
rejecAons. A summary of the study design is presented in Figure 3. 

4. Data collec(on 
This evaluaAon is based on a mixed-methods approach that includes quanAtaAve 
surveys and qualitaAve interviews. To ensure data quality and researcher safety, we 
partnered with LASDEL5, a local organisaAon with extensive experience conducAng 
fieldwork in the region’s high-risk environments and long-standing community 
relaAonships.  
 
The development and final construcAon of the data collecAon tools were informed by 
a preliminary qualitaAve study conducted by the research team in December 20226. For 
instance, the original qualitaAve study uncovered nuanced variaAons in local 
conceptualisaAons of “trust” and “conflict”. These insights directly shaped the survey 
design, which incorporated measures of verAcal and horizontal trust, and extended to 
the audio prime—craded specifically to miAgate risks of passive listening and promote 

 
5 Laboratoire d’Études et de Recherches sur les Dynamiques Sociales et le Développement Local (LASDEL). For 
more information, see https://www.lasdel.net 
6 The data collection took place in Ayorou, and the sampling approach first identified individuals who had travelled 
to the market from surrounding areas. This approach was undertaken because Ayorou is comparatively safe and 
accessible, ensuring that no risk was posed to either interviewers or interviewees. Its role as a market town meant 
that individuals from nearby communities would travel there in order to access the market, ensuring responses 
from individuals from a much wider range of villages, both inside and outside of the broadcasting ranges. Stratified 
by age, gender, residence, ethnicity, and profession to ensure balance, 39 individuals were randomly selected for 
additional qualitative data collection. 
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acAve parAcipant engagement. AddiAonal support in the design, phrasing, and answer 
codes of the survey was provided by LASDEL to ground the survey in acceptable local 
norms and expectaAons.  
 
The survey was coded onto tablets using SurveyCTO sodware and piloted. 
Enumerators were fluent in the relevant local languages (including Zarma, Peul and 
Tamasheq) and underwent comprehensive training on the study’s objecAves, survey 
instruments, and ethical procedures. Informed consent was collected from each 
parAcipant at the beginning of the survey. The distribuAon of individuals in the audio 
prime and broadcasAng areas is shown in Figure A1 in the Appendix.  
 
Survey Data: The quanAtaAve evaluaAon is based on a survey of 779 individuals living 
outside or inside the radio ranges at the Ame of program implementaAon. Specifically, 
the quesAonnaire7 gathered informaAon that allows construcAng measures of:  
 

1. Demographic factors: such as age, gender, language, employment status, 
educaAon level, and marital status.  

2. Livelihoods and economic well-being: monthly income, assets, economic 
deprivaAon.  

3. Personal well-being: economic expectaAons and life saAsfacAon. 
4. Life saAsfacAon, personality and risk preferences. 
5. Trust in leaders and insAtuAons: trust in community leaders and insAtuAons at 

different levels.  
6. Prosocial behavior: actudes toward the jusAficaAon of violence, social trust. 
7. Conflict experience: personal and family exposure to physical and material harm 

in the last six months. 
8. PoliAcal actudes and social engagement: actudes towards elecAons and 

democracy, parAcipaAon in community groups. 
9. MigraAon history: origin and reason to migrate.  

 
Messaging Priming: The survey included an embedded information prime within the 
questionnaire, which aimed to assess the role that messaging from a real piece of peace 
radio played in shaping individual attitudes toward trust, violence, and poliAcal views. 
This approach consisted of two steps. First, we randomly assigned respondents to one 
of two groups. Each group received different informaAon via an audio recording 
embedded in the survey. The recordings were produced in three local languages: 
Tamasheq, Peul, and Zarma. Enumerators played the audio to each respondent 
individually in the respondent's preferred language using tablets used for data 

 
7 The questionnaire tool is included in the Appendix.  
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collecAon. Each message lasted approximately 3 minutes.8 ParAcipants were randomly 
assigned to one of the following groups: 
 

• Peace Radio prime (n = 396): ParAcipants in the peace radio prime group were 
exposed to a peace message adapted from the original program, which focused 
on explaining the concept of peace. In this audio, a journalist emphasises the 
vital importance of peacebuilding in Niger. Peace is portrayed as being more 
valuable than material wealth, because it underpins stability and development in 
daily life. Without peace, even basic needs such as eaAng can be difficult to fulfil. 
The message calls for collecAve reflecAon and acAon to achieve peace through 
social jusAce, dialogue, and mutual respect between different ethnic groups, 
civilians, and security sector actors. A key theme is trust: peace depends on 
people coming together, sharing meals, and talking openly. “You cannot trust 
someone you never sit with.” The message suggested that building trust requires 
honest, genuine interacAon between neighbours and across different groups. 
The message urges communiAes to resolve conflicts, such as those between 
farmers and herders, by turning to tradiAonal and official authoriAes for help, 
rather than taking maners into their own hands. 
 

• Radio Control Prime (n=383): ParAcipants in the comparison group received a 
similarly structured nutriAon message. This message highlights the serious 
nutriAonal challenges faced in Niger, parAcularly among vulnerable groups such 
as children under five and pregnant or breas{eeding women. Challenges include 
high rates of malnutriAon, stunAng and micronutrient deficiencies. It explains 
how limited access to nutriAous food, inadequate healthcare and recurring food 
crises exacerbate these issues. The message also discusses cultural pracAces 
such as early cessaAon of breas{eeding and limited knowledge about 
complementary feeding. The message calls for community educaAon and 
engagement with local leaders to improve nutriAon. The importance of 
agriculture in ensuring food availability and diversity is emphasised, as is the 
promoAon of nutrient-rich crops and sustainable livestock. The message 
concludes by urging collecAve acAon and the empowerment of communiAes 
through knowledge to build a healthier, more resilient Niger through sustainable 
agricultural efforts  

 
The aim of the prime is to understand whether and how pro-peace messaging can shape 
beliefs and actudes. This assumes that outcomes such as trust, conflict-resolution 
norms, and political attitudes should not change in response to information unrelated 
to these domains, such as nutrition information. By contrast, appropriate pro-peace 
messaging should have impacts on exactly such outcomes. Accordingly, observing 

 
8 The full script of each message is included in the appendix. 
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relaAve shids in these outcomes in the context of pro-peace radio messaging, drawn 
from real broadcasts supported by the PBF project under evaluaAon, can be used to 
approximate the impact of this intervenAon.   
 
QualitaCve Survey: The qualitaAve evaluaAon is based on 42 semi-structured in-depth 
interviews conducted with individuals drawn from the quanAtaAve survey sample 
across the five study communiAes in the Tillabéri region. The instrument was designed 
to generate narraAve depth on the specific actudinal dimensions measured in the 
survey, using each respondent's own prior answers as entry points for elaboraAon. 
Specifically, the interviews elicited contextual data on: 
 

1. Personality: self-percepAon in terms of conservaAve, tradiAonal, progressive, 
and modern orientaAons. 

2. Trust: reasons for trusAng or distrusAng specific persons and insAtuAons, 
illustrated through personal accounts. 

3. Experience of and actudes towards violence: perceived sources of danger, felt 
safety, and jusAficaAons for the use of violence. 

4. PoliAcal actudes: preferred forms of governance and views on the roles of 
women and youth in public life. 

5. Social engagement: barriers and moAvaAons for parAcipaAon in community 
groups and associaAons. 

6. Radio broadcast recepAon: perceived appropriateness of and agreement with 
the broadcast message. 

7. Economic situaAon and opAmism: personal assessments of present condiAons 
and expectaAons for the future. 

ParAcipants were selected from among quanAtaAve survey respondents who had been 
randomly sampled and subsequently consented to a qualitaAve follow-up interview — 
the primary recruitment constraint being willingness to parAcipate, given the prevailing 
security condiAons in the study area. Interviews were conducted by LASDEL-affiliated 
qualitaAve researchers and research assistants fluent in Zarma, Tamasheq, and Peul, 
and audio-recorded with parAcipants' consent. Data were analysed in MAXQDA using 
template coding, with the interview guide providing the basis for an iniAal themaAc 
structure within which in-vivo coding was applied to capture emerging panerns and 
illustraAve parAcipant-level accounts. Informed consent was obtained separately at the 
start of each interview. 
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5. Data 

5.1. Sample 

The sample comprised 779 respondents, who lived in 11 villages in the Tillabéry region 
of Niger, during the survey. In Table 1, summary staAsAcs for the main demographic and 
socioeconomic characterisAcs, as well as the respondents' migraAon characterisAcs, are 
presented. Respondents were 44.55 years on average, 48 per cent were women, and 
85 per cent reported being married. The majority of the sample speaks Zarma or 
Tamasheq, 56 per cent and 35 per cent of the sample, respecAvely. 58 per cent of the 
surveyed individuals report being the household head, and 86 per cent of them report 
having at least 5 dependent individuals. EducaAonal anainment was low, with 80 per 
cent of respondents reporAng no formal educaAon. In terms of economic vulnerability, 
17 per cent reported having no income, and subsistence farming was the most common 
livelihood (40 per cent). However, only a third (33 per cent) reported having access to 
agricultural land. Most respondents (87 per cent) had relocated from another village to 
their current place of residence. Among those displaced, 99 per cent idenAfied violence 
in their place of origin as the primary moAvaAon, underscoring the acute insecurity that 
characterises the study context. Of those displaced, 74 per cent migrated in 2021 or 
later, ader the UN programme had taken place. Community parAcipaAon was relaAvely 
high: 54 per cent of respondents parAcipated in village comminees; 57 percent in 
religious groups; 33 percent in poliAcal groups; 41 per cent in cultural groups, and 56 
per cent in NGOs or civil society organisaAons. Radio engagement was widespread: 
while 27 percent of respondents owned A radio at home, 62 per cent regularly accessed 
news via radio. 
 
Table 1: DescripCve StaCsCcs 
     

Mean 
  Std. 
Dev. 

  min   max   N 

A. Demographic CharacterisAcs      
 Age (in years) 44.55 14.19 16.00 86.00 779 
 Is female 0.48 0.50 0.00 1.00 779 
 Is married 0.85 0.35 0.00 1.00 779 
 Mother tongue is Zarma/Songhoy 0.56 0.50 0.00 1.00 779 
 Mother tongue is Tamasheq 0.35 0.48 0.00 1.00 779 
 Is household head 0.58 0.49 0.00 1.00 779 
 Five or more dependents in house 0.86 0.34 0.00 1.00 779 

B. Socioeconomic Status      
 No educaAon 0.80 0.40 0.00 1.00 779 
 No income source 0.17 0.38 0.00 1.00 779 
 Main income is subsistence farming acAviAes 0.40 0.49 0.00 1.00 779 
 Access land for agricultural purposes 0.33 0.47 0.00 1.00 779 

C. MigraAon History      
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 Migrated from another village 0.87 0.33 0.00 1.00 779 
 MigraAon main reason was violence in place 
of origin 

0.99 0.10 0.00 1.00 682 

 Respondent relocated in 2021 or ader 0.74 0.44 0.00 1.00 683 
D. Social ParAcipaAon      

 ParAcipates in village comminee 0.54 0.50 0.00 1.00 779 
 ParAcipates in religious group 0.57 0.50 0.00 1.00 779 
 ParAcipates in poliAcal group 0.33 0.47 0.00 1.00 779 
 ParAcipates in cultural group 0.41 0.49 0.00 1.00 779 
 ParAcipates in NGO or civic society 
organizaAons 

0.56 0.50 0.00 1.00 779 

E. Radio Engagement      
 Respondent owns a radio 0.27 0.45 0.00 1.00 779 
 Gets news from the radio 0.62 0.49 0.00 1.00 779 

Note: This table reports summary staAsAcs for individual survey respondents. Panels A 
and B present respondent’s demographic and socioeconomic characterisAcs, while 
Panel C reports their migraAon experiences. All variables other than age are binary and 
equal to 1 if the condiAon is met.  
 

6. Main Outcomes 

We are interested in three major outcomes. We rely on a series of actudinal indicators 
measured using 4-point scales to assess trust, tolerance of violence, and poliAcal 
actudes. We used principal component analysis (PCA) to construct summary indices 
for social trust, insAtuAonal trust, tolerance of violence and democraAc support. 

Trust: The Indicators of social and insAtuAonal trust are measured using a four-point 
Likert scale (1-4) where 1 denotes “fully distrust”, and 4 denotes “fully trust”. As shown 
in Table 2 , levels of social trust are comparaAvely high within immediate social circles 
and decrease in relaAon to more distant ones. Family members are found to have the 
highest level of trust (mean = 3.62), followed by friends (mean = 2.95). Conversely, 
mean trust levels for community members (2.58) and the country as a whole (2.101 are 
lower. Regarding insAtuAonal trust, religious leaders are viewed favourably (mean = 
3.14), but trust in poliAcal leaders is significantly lower (mean = 2.10). Trust in non-
governmental groups (2.65) and in the government (2.63) occupies the middle ground. 
The average value of the Social Trust PCA Index is 2.53, while that of the InsAtuAonal 
Trust PCA Index is 2.63; both are on the same 4-point scale. 

The qualitaAve interviews shed light on these figures.  Family members are consistently 
identified as the primary source of trust. This is attributed to shared living, mutual 
support, knowledge of each other's character, and the belief that family will always 
defend and protect. The absence of betrayal within the family unit is a key factor. At 
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the same time, concerns about the beliefs and behaviours of family members are raised, 
particularly in regard to armed groups. Religious leaders are also widely trusted for their 
moral guidance, knowledge of religious texts, and their role in promoting peace and 
offering solace during difficult times. However, some express caution, noting that not 
all religious leaders are equally trustworthy, with some prioritizing personal gain or 
spreading division. Trust in friends is more nuanced; while some friends are deeply 
trusted, others are not, depending on the depth of the relationship and perceived 
honesty. Community members are trusted when they demonstrate respect, uphold 
agreements, and act in unity, though distrust can arise from unknown individuals or 
those suspected of complicity with bandits. 

 
Table 2: Trust Measures  
 
     

Mean 
  
Std. 
Dev. 

  
min 

  
max 

  N 

A. Social trust      
 Trust in family members 3.62 0.79 1.00 4.00 779 
 Trust in friends 2.95 1.06 1.00 4.00 779 
 Trust in people of their community 2.58 1.05 1.00 4.00 779 
 Trust in people of their department 2.22 0.99 1.00 4.00 779 
 Trust in people of their country 2.11 0.98 1.00 4.00 779 
 Social trust Index (PCA) - 5 items 2.53 0.78 1.00 4.00 779 

B. Ins9tu9onal trust      
 Trust in religious leaders 3.14 1.01 1.00 4.00 779 
 Trust in poliAcal leaders 2.10 1.10 1.00 4.00 779 
 Trust in government 2.63 1.07 1.00 4.00 779 
 Trust in non-government groups 2.65 1.14 1.00 4.00 779 
 InsAtuAonal trust Index (PCA) 2.65 0.78 1.00 4.00 779 

 

Tolerance of violence: To measure tolerance of violence, we use a categorical variable 
from 1 to 4, where 1 indicates if the individual thinks the use of violence is completely 
unjusAfied, and 4 if the individual thinks the use of violence is completely jusAfied. We 
use vignenes to assess respondents' level of jusAficaAon for using violence and present 
two situaAons. One in which violence is used ostensibly for personal gain, and one in 
which violence is used as self-defence in a potenAally threatening situaAon. 
ParAcipants are asked to express how jusAfied the character's reacAon was. All 
parAcipants are presented with both vignenes, with the order of their presentaAon 
randomised. AddiAonally, respondents are asked about their beliefs regarding what 
others in their communiAes think about the same situaAons. This is designed to capture 
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the extent to which individuals accept or sancAon violent acAon and to use it as a proxy 
for broader stability in a given locaAon.  

As shown in Table 3, on average, respondents disapproved of violence moAvated by 
self-defence moAves (mean = 1.58) or personal gain (mean = 1.55). Community 
percepAons mirrored individual responses, with mean scores of 1.65 and 1.60, 
respecAvely, for violence moAvated by self-defence moAves and personal gain. This 
suggests a broader social norm of intolerance towards such violence. The Violence 
Tolerance PCA Index, with an average of 1.60, indicates a generally low endorsement 
of violent behaviour. 

Table 3: Tolerance of violence  
     

Mean 
  
Std. 
Dev. 

  
min 

  
max 

  N 

 Personal opinion: violence for self defense 1.58 0.96 1.00 4.00 779 
 Perceived Community opinion: violence for self 
defense 

1.65 0.99 1.00 4.00 779 

 Personal opinion: violence for personal gain 1.55 0.86 1.00 4.00 779 
 Perceived Community opinion: violence for 
personal gain 

1.60 0.95 1.00 4.00 779 

 Violence Tolerance Index (PCA) 1.60 0.68 1.00 4.00 779 
 

PoliAcal actudes: PoliAcal actudes were measured using four statements assessing 
support for various forms of government, including one-party rule, presidenAal rule 
without parliamentary oversight or elecAons, military rule, and mulAparty democracy. 
This was designed to address the precise poliAcal context under evaluaAon, which 
occurred shortly ader a successful military coup in Niger. While this line of quesAoning 
went beyond the main aims of the broadcasts under evaluaAon, it allowed us to assess 
whether the broadcasts and their associated responses were correlated with broader 
attitudinal or perceptual outcomes. Responses were recorded on a 4-point scale 
ranging from 1 (’strongly disagree’) to 4 (’strongly agree’). Table 4 presents summary 
staAsAcs on poliAcal actudes. Respondents showed low support for most authoritarian 
systems, including one-party rule (mean = 1.82) and presidenAal rule without 
parliament or elecAons (mean = 1.86). Support for military rule, however, was notably 
higher (mean = 3.25), potenAally reflecAng the poliAcal context following the 2023 
coup. Support for mulAparty democracy was moderate (mean = 2.22). The overall 
Democracy Support Index, based on principal component analysis, averaged 2.59.   

These figures align with findings from the qualitaAve interviews. In these interviews, a 
number of respondents expressed a preference for military rule, oden ciAng the 
percepAon that the military was best placed to deliver security, restore order, and act 
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decisively against threats. Many viewed military leaders as less suscepAble to poliAcal 
manoeuvring and corrupAon, with their discipline fostering naAonal unity; some even 
referenced historical examples of strong military leadership or the recent coup that 
improved security in certain areas. However, these preferences for governance systems 
appear to be strongly influenced by prevailing insecurity and the desire for stability. 

Table 4: PoliCcal aKtudes  
 
     

Mean 
  
Std. 
Dev. 

  
min 

  
max 

  N 

 Support for one-party rule 1.82 1.14 1.00 4.00 779 
 Support for military rule 3.25 1.01 1.00 4.00 779 
 Support for presidenAal rule without elecAon or 
parliament 

1.86 1.08 1.00 4.00 779 

 Support for mulAparty democracy 2.22 1.20 1.00 4.00 779 
 Support for Democracy Index (PCA 2.58 0.71 1.00 4.00 779 

 

7. Results 

This secAon presents the esAmaAon strategy and the main findings from the analysis.  

7.1. EsAmaAon strategy 

To esAmate the effect of the radio program, we esAmate the following equaAon 
separately for the individuals inside the broadcasAng radio and for those outside the 
broadcast radio:  
 

𝑌! = 	𝛼 +	𝛽"	𝑅𝑎𝑑𝑖𝑜𝑃𝑟𝑖𝑚𝑒! + 𝛿! +	𝜖! 
 
Where Yi corresponds to one of the outcomes of interest for each individual i. 
RadioPrime is a binary variable equal to 1 if the parAcipant was randomly assigned to 
listen to the treatment prime and 0 if assigned to the placebo prime. All esAmaAons 
include robust standard errors. The main outcomes of interest relate to measures of 
individuals' social and insAtuAonal trust, tolerance of violence, and political attitudes 
and perceptions regarding the appropriateness, effectiveness, and accessibility of the 
conflict resolution outlined in the previous secAon. Enumerator-fixed effects, 𝛿! , are 
included to assess the potenAal impact of individual interview style. We do not include 
any other covariates due to an unbalanced sample, as tests of randomizaAon were 
performed and do not reveal insignificant imbalances by treatment along key measures 
(see Table A2 in the appendix). 
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This approach seeks to compare the impact of hearing the peace radio prime among 
individuals living within the broadcast range with that of those just outside the range. 
While analogous to treatment and control groups standard in the literature, we note 
that, due to significant displacement in the areas under study, especially after the radio 
broadcasts, there is potential for information spillovers between individuals in our 
sample. Accordingly, we modify the language around these groups to disAnguish 
between those who were exposed to the original peace radio broadcasts (those who 
lived in broadcast communiAes during the broadcast period) and those who were not 
(those who lived outside broadcast communiAes during the broadcast period). Table A3 
in the appendix shows that those who lived inside the broadcasAng range during the 
broadcasts differ in some key ways from those who lived beyond it. Specifically, they 
tend to be younger and poorer, but have greater access to agricultural land (See Table 
A3 in the Appendix).  
 

7.2. Treatment effects 

This secAon presents the results regarding respondents' main outcomes. The analysis 
compares responses from those exposed to the peacebuilding prime message with 
those who received a placebo nutrition message, both within and outside the radio 
broadcast range.  

 
Figure 4. Impacts of peace radio on main outcomes, by village locaAon at the Ame of 
the intervenAon. Coefficients from treatment effects on social and insAtuAonal trust, 
violence tolerance and democracy support.  
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7.2.1 Trust 

As shown in Figure 4, respondents who listened to the audio prime reported higher 
social trust and greater trust in insAtuAons than those who listened to the nutriAonal 
audio. In general, this shows that individuals are recepAve to the sort of messaging that 
was broadcast and hints at the intervenAon's broader effecAveness. The effect is 
staAsAcally significant for those who lived within the broadcasting range at the time of 
the programming, but not for those who lived outside it (although we note that the 
effect size does not differ between these two groups). These posiAve impacts on trust 
do not extend, either, to actudes toward conflict resoluAon or poliAcal beliefs. This 
offers support to the main theory of change of the intervenAon, which was based on 
these broadcasts improving trust in a low-trust environment.  As shown in Figure 5, this 
effect on trust is driven by increases in local trust (e.g., family, friends and local 
community). Exposure to peace messaging for individuals inside the broadcast area is 
associated with a 0.09-point increase in the social trust index, indicaAng a minor but 
posiAve and significant effect on trust.  

 
Figure 5. Impacts of peace radio on social trust, by village locaAon at the Ame of the 
intervenAon. Coefficients from treatment effects on local trust combine family, friends 
and community trust. Coefficients on distant trust combine country and department 
trust  
 
Similarly, exposure to peace messaging for individuals inside the broadcast area is 
associated with a 0.11-point increase in the insAtuAonal trust index. However, this is 
driven by trust in religious leaders with a significant increase of 0.26 points.  
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Figure 6. Impacts of peace radio on insAtuAonal trust, by village locaAon at the Ame of 
the intervenAon. Coefficients from treatment effects on religious leaders, poliAcal 
leaders, government and NGOs.   

7.2.1.  Tolerance of Violence 

Figure 7 shows the effects of the audio prime on tolerance for violence in general and 
when it is used for various moAves (self-defense versus personal gain). We assess 
outcomes at both the individual level and on individuals’ beliefs about others in their 
communiAes. We do not find any significant effects. This result might be in part a result 
of the already low level of tolerance of violence of individuals. In line with these results 
are individuals' views on violence from the qualitaAve interviews.  ParAcipants' views 
on the jusAficaAon of violence are complex and oden rooted in their direct experiences 
with insecurity. While violence is generally condemned, there are specific contexts 
where it is deemed jusAfiable. Self-defense is the most commonly accepted 
jusAficaAon. Individuals believe they have the right to use violence to protect 
themselves or their property when directly threatened, such as against thieves or 
anackers. Examples include fighAng off an armed robber or retaliaAng against an 
aggressor to avoid being killed. Defense against thed, parAcularly of animals, is also 
considered jusAfiable. Given the criAcal role of livestock in livelihoods, some believe 
that using force to prevent thed is warranted.  
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Figure 7. Impacts of peace radio on tolerance for violence at the Ame of the 
intervenAon. Coefficients from treatment effects on tolerance for violence in self-
defense and when it is used for personal gain. 

7.2.2. PoliAcal Actudes 

In Figure 8, we examine the effects of the audio prime on poliAcal actudes, considering 
parAcipants' locaAons at the Ame of the radio intervenAon. The results indicate that 
the audio prime does not have a significant impact on individuals’ support for specific 
poliAcal actudes.  
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Figure 8. Impacts of peace radio on poliAcal actudes, by village locaAon at the Ame of 
the intervenAon. Coefficients from treatment effects on support for one-party rule, 
military rule, presidenAal rule and democracy.  
 

7.2.3. QualitaAve Insights 

 
In this secAon, we focus in greater detail on the addiAonal insights that were produced 
from the qualitaAve analyses. These findings were derived using themaAc analysis 
applied to transcribed data from the interviews. The key findings from these 
approaches are: 
 

Insecurity as the Structuring CondiCon of Social Life 
The qualitaAve interviews yield a consistent picture of daily life under protracted 
insecurity. Respondents describe violence not as background context but as the 
organising fact of their existence: armed anacks, targeted assassinaAons, livestock 
thed, and forced displacement have disrupted livelihoods, severed community Aes, and 
imposed persistent vigilance on those who remain or have been displaced. 

"I was the vic9m of an assassina9on aVempt. They tried to slit my throat like a goat. 
Fortunately, I escaped unharmed, but all my belongings, my shoes and my clothes, 
including those of my children and my wife, were taken." 

The Structure of Trust 
A consistent finding across the interviews is a differenAated trust hierarchy. Family 
members are idenAfied as the primary source of trust by nearly every respondent, 
grounded in shared residence, mutual obligaAon, and the absence of betrayal. Religious 
leaders occupy a secondary posiAon. PoliAcal leaders are the single most frequently 
cited source of distrust across all communes and respondent profiles. 

"Poli9cians give utopian promises and generally don't honour their commitments." 

This trust structure has direct analyAcal relevance to the quanAtaAve results. The 
improvements in social trust detected among individuals exposed to the peace radio 
prime are not occurring in a trust vacuum: respondents maintain robust interpersonal 
trust within family and religious networks. The radio priming effect may therefore 
operate by extending exisAng trust disposiAons to a broader social circle, rather than 
creaAng trust where none existed. 

Radio as a Mechanism for AKtudinal Change 
The interviews provide direct evidence on how peace radio messages are received. 
Respondents consistently recall such messages as emoAonally resonant and relevant to 
their situaAon. Several make explicit connecAons between the message content and 
their understanding of what social repair requires. 
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"Yes, I heard it [the radio message]...It said that it wanted Nigerians to unite and listen 
to each other to be brothers. I liked that, and that's really what we need to do." 

The mechanism suggested by the qualitaAve evidence is one of alignment and 
acAvaAon: respondents who already value peace and social cohesion respond to peace 
radio messages as an external validaAon of exisAng values. This is consistent with the 
heterogeneous effects finding that stronger priming effects occur among individuals 
with prior project exposure — cumulaAve contact may deepen the actudinal effect 
over Ame. 

The Youth Nexus 
A recurring theme is the specific vulnerability of young people. Respondents frequently 
idenAfy youth unemployment and marginalisaAon as direct risk factors for armed group 
recruitment — a local causal theory of insecurity that connects economic exclusion to 
violence. 

"Today, if there is insecurity, it's because a lot of young people are unemployed. They've 
been expelled from school, they do nothing but wander around the city and take drugs. 
People who take drugs are capable of doing anything bad." 

Radio programming that engages young people with messages about peace and social 
cohesion may therefore have a protecAve funcAon beyond its direct actudinal effects 
— one that warrants explicit anenAon in future evaluaAon designs. 

8. Discussion and Conclusions 

 
DescripCve findings: The study provides valuable insights into the demographic, 
socioeconomic, and poliAcal condiAons of the communiAes targeted by the 
peacebuilding intervenAon. The findings combine qualitaAve and quanAtaAve 
approaches. Several challenges, such as lower education and barriers regarding income 
and access to land, are accompanied by violence. Life saAsfacAon and opAmism remain 
low among parAcipants, and trust in the government and poliAcal leaders is low. While 
some respondents jusAfied the use of violence in specific situaAons, the overall trend 
across the community is a rejecAon of violence as a means of resolving conflict. This 
indicates that social cohesion and a preference for peaceful conflict resoluAon within 
familiar social circles remain core elements of community life. PoliAcal actudes seem 
to be shaped by current events around the 2023 coup and individual support for 
military regimes. However, military regimes are sometimes criticised for indiscriminate 
violence or for not fully resolving insecurity, despite iniAal hopes. For many, the ideal 
system prioriAses peace, security, and the well-being of all ciAzens. 
 
Causal findings: The experimental component of this study invesAgates whether 
exposing individuals to a part of the radio message broadcast about peacebuilding 
influences trust, tolerance for violence and parAcipants’ poliAcal actudes.  The analysis 
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examines the impact of the audio prime and its relaAonship to parAcipants' prior 
exposure to the radio program by considering parAcipants' locaAons at the Ame of the 
radio intervenAon. Audio primes increase social and institutional trust, particularly 
among individuals with prior exposure to the radio programs (those living within the 
radio broadcasts at the time of program implementaAon). However, the primes do not 
appear to have resulted in measurable shids in actudes towards tolerance of violence 
or poliAcal preferences.  
 
Taken together, the quanAtaAve and qualitaAve findings offer a coherent account of 
how radio-based peacebuilding intervenAons can influence actudinal outcomes in 
conflict-affected secngs. The priming experiment results — improvements in social 
trust and reducAons in tolerance of violence among those exposed to peace radio 
content — are consistent with qualitaAve accounts of how such messages are received: 
as emoAonally meaningful and directly aligned with respondents' circumstances and 
values. 

The qualitaAve evidence suggests a specific mechanism. Trust in the Tillabéri context is 
structurally differenAated — strong within family and religious networks, depleted at 
the insAtuAonal and poliAcal levels. Peace radio content appears to acAvate exisAng 
interpersonal trust disposiAons and extend them to a broader social circle. This is 
reflected in the stronger priming effects among individuals with prior project exposure: 
cumulaAve contact with peace messaging may consolidate this shid over Ame. 

These findings connect to and extend the earlier macro-level impact assessment, which 
documented reducAons in violence indicators in communiAes where the broadcasts 
were heard. The mechanism that study could not account for — why exposure to peace 
radio reduced violence — finds a candidate explanaAon here: by strengthening social 
trust and reducing tolerance of violence as an actudinal disposiAon, the broadcasts 
may have created social condiAons under which violence becomes less acceptable as a 
response to conflict. 
 
--- 
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9. Appendix 

 

Figure A1: Survey CollecAon sites. Each dot represents a survey collecAon site, sized 
proporAonally to the number of respondents. Shaded areas indicate the esAmated 
broadcast range of each radio staAon. Triangles represent the radio staAon locaAon. 
The 11 villages where survey took place are: Téra, Ayorou, Bankilaré, Banibangou, 
Goroul, Kodey Kouara, Dey Koukou, Kolougta Peulh, Adabdab, Dinara, Souman. 
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Table A1: Villages included in the study 

Community 
Radio Villages within coverage area Villages outside the coverage area 

 
Village at the 
time of the 
program 

Current 
location 

Village at the 
time of the 
program 

Current location 

Banibangou Banibangou Banibangou Adabdab 
Banibangou, 
Adabdab 

 Dey Koukou Dey Koukou Darey Dey Banibangou 

 Dinara 
Bankilaré, Dey 
Koukou, 
Dinara 

Falanzadan Banibangou 

 Kodey Kouara Kodey Kouara Sinagodar Banibangou 
 Kolougta Kolougta  

 
 Soumatt Soumatt  

 
 GorouTché Banibangou   
Bankilaré Alamboulé Bankilare Amarsingué Bankilare 
 Bankilare Bankilare Charim Bankilare 
 Belsa Bankilare Chatuman Bankilare 
 Tintachit Bankilare Fala Moda Bankilare 
 Koumek Bankilare Lemdou Bankilare 
 Takrouzat Bankilare Petelkole Bankilare 
 Tatalakat Bankilare    
Gorouol Borobon Terá, Gorouol Bongouro Ayorou, Gorouol 
 Boukari Koira Terá Téguey Terá 
 Dolbel Terá Tera Terá 
 Fantio Terá, Ayorou   
 Haoussane Terá   

 
Tonditchiam 

Ayorou, 
Gorouol   

 Wenzarbé Terá   
Ayorou Ayorou Ayorou Gaoudel Ayorou 
 Gnalma Ayorou Agaye Zarma Ayorou 
 Weylabon Ayorou Koutougou Ayorou 

 Weitakoira Ayorou 
Koutougou 
Tédébett 

Ayorou 

   Tabaibat Ayorou 
      Yassane Ayorou 
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Table A2. Balance table audio prime 

 Control 
Mean 

Difference (T-
C) 

Obs
. 

 (1) (2) (3) 
Age (reported) 45.13 -1.14 779 
 (14.54) [0.26]  
    
Is female 0.50 -0.05 779 
 (0.50) [0.19]  
    
Is married 0.85 0.01 779 
 (0.36) [0.62]  
    
Mother tongue is Zarma/Songhoy 0.56 0.00 779 
 (0.50) [0.96]  
    
Mother tongue is Tamasheq 0.36 -0.01 779 
 (0.48) [0.73]  
    
Is household head 0.59 -0.02 779 
 (0.49) [0.49]  
    
Five or more dependents in household 0.86 0.01 779 
 (0.35) [0.55]  
    
No educaAon 0.80 0.01 779 
 (0.40) [0.75]  
    
No income source 0.19 -0.03 779 
 (0.39) [0.33]  
    
Main income is subsistence farming 
acAviAes 

0.44 -0.08** 779 

 (0.50) [0.03]  
    
Household has access to land for 
agricultural purposes 

0.33 0.01 779 

 (0.47) [0.84]  
    
Migrated from another village 0.87 -0.00 779 
 (0.33) [0.88]  
    
MigraAon main reason was violence in the 
old place 

0.99 -0.00 682 

 (0.09) [0.73]  
    
Respondent relocated in 2021 or ader 0.75 -0.03 683 
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 (0.43) [0.36]  
    

Note: The mean and standard deviaAon in the control group are presented in column 
(1), Column (2) shows the difference in means for the treatment compared to the 
control group, with the p-value from tests comparing these means reported in square 
brackets.  
 
 
Table A3. Balance table broadcast area 

 Control 
Mean 

Difference (T-
C) 

Obs. 

 (1) (2) (3) 
Age (reported) 46.02 -2.11* 779 
 (13.47) [0.06]  
    
Is female 0.44 0.05 779 
 (0.50) [0.16]  
    
Is married 0.90 -0.06** 779 
 (0.30) [0.04]  
    
Mother tongue is Zarma/Songhoy 0.59 -0.05 779 
 (0.49) [0.17]  
    
Mother tongue is Tamasheq 0.28 0.12*** 779 
 (0.45) [0.00]  
    
Is household head 0.65 -0.11*** 779 
 (0.48) [0.00]  
    
Five or more dependents in household 0.85 0.02 779 
 (0.36) [0.43]  
    
No educaAon 0.76 0.07** 779 
 (0.43) [0.03]  
    
No income source 0.21 -0.06* 779 
 (0.41) [0.06]  
    
Main income is subsistence farming 
acAviAes 

0.44 -0.07* 779 

 (0.50) [0.06]  
    
Household has access to land for 
agricultural purposes 

0.24 0.14*** 779 

 (0.43) [0.00]  
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Migrated from another village 1.00 -0.19*** 779 
 (0.00) [0.00]  
    
MigraAon main reason was violence in the 
old place 

0.99 0.01 682 

 (0.11) [0.49]  
    
Respondent relocated in 2021 or ader 0.99 -0.41*** 683 
 (0.09) [0.00]  
    

Note: The mean and standard deviaAon in the control group are presented in column 
(1), Column (2) shows the difference in means for the treatment compared to the 
control group, with the p-value from tests comparing these means reported in square 
brackets.  
 
 




